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Queen Mary to the murder of her husband. One of the placards,
preserved in Buchanan's Detection, accuses of Darnley's murder "the
Erie of Bothwell, Mr. James Balfour, the persoun of Fliske, Mr.
David Chalmers, black Mr. John Spens, who was principal de-
viser of the murder; and the Quene, assenting thairto, throw the
persuasion of the Erie Bothwell, and the witchcraft of Lady Buck-
leuch." '—scott.
1.115. 'Padua was long supposed, by the Scottish peasants, to be
the principal school of necromancy. The Earl of Gowrie, slain at
Perth, in 1600, pretended, during his studies in Italy, to have
acquired some knowledge of the cabala, by which, he said, he could
charm snakes, and work other miracles; and, in particular, could
produce children without the intercourse of the sexes.—See the
examination of Wemyss of Bogie before the Pi ivy Council, con-
cerning Cowrie's Conspiracy.'—scott. The University of Padua,
1 nursery of arts,1 to which Shakespeare's Lucentio was sent (Taming
of the Shrew, 1. i), was one of the most famous in Europe in the
Middle Ages.
1. 120. no darkening shadow. 'The shadow of a necromancer
is independent of the sun. Glycas informs us that Simon Magus
caused his shadow to go before him, making people believe it was an
attendant spirit.—Hey wood's Hierarchie, p. 47 5. The vulgar conceive,
that when a class of students have made a certain progress in their
mystic studies, they are obliged to run through a subterraneous hall,
where the devil literally catches the hindmost in the race, unless he
crosses the hall so speedily that the arch-enemy can only apprehend
his shadow. In the latter case, the person of the sage never after
throws any shade; and those, who have thus lost their shadow, always
prove the best magicians.'—scott.
1. 125. The viewless forms of air. 'The Scottish vulgar,
without having any very defined notion of their attributes, believe in
- the existence of an intermediate class of spirits, residing in the air,
or in the waters; to whose agency they ascribe floods, storms, and
all such phenomena as their own philosophy cannot readily explain.
They are supposed to interfere in the affairs of mortals, sometimes
with a malevolent purpose, and sometimes with milder views. *..
To those spirits were also ascribed, in Scotland, the
—" Airy tongues, that syllable men's names,
On sands, and shores, and desert wildernesses."
* When the workmen were engaged in erecting the ancient chnrch
of Old Deer, in Aberdeenshire, upon a small hill called Bissau, they

